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Experte Picks

STTMwriters—and clued-up locals
—help you make a splash...

WOWIEST POOLS

Hermitage Bay, Antigua

The private pools are the USP at this hill-
hugging resort in a remote southwestern
corner of the island. Clinging to one side of
each bougainvillea-clad suite, they come
with infinity edges that disappear into a
glittering ocean hemmed by gentle hills.
You could wallow here for days —only
getting out to doze poolside in your own
shady cabana. Doubles from £60 per
night, allinclusive (00 1 268 562 5500,
hermitagebay.com).

Hotel Nacional de Cuba,
Havana

A swimming pool made for peacocking,

this Art Deco number overlooks the
simmering Malecén seafront. Rita Hayworth
soaked her famous auburn locks here,
Winston Churchill waded cigar in hand, and
Ava Gardner swam naked after dark for a
smitten Frank Sinatra. Eighty years on, the
weather remains sultry, the Majitos cold and
the music loud (a hot Cuban trio provide a
fusion-salsa soundtrack as you paddle and
parade). Doubles from £107, B&B (00 53 7836
3564, hotelnacionaldecuba.com).

Viceroy Hotel, Anguilla

Of the three pools at this starry retreat,
the best is the infinity stunner that hangs
over the sea, delivering views of truly

& Star attraction:
x Relaxing

* Star attraction:
The perfect sundowner

Shaggy, Grammy
Award-winning pop star
When I'm not touring, | love
just chilling out back home in
Jamaica. For total relaxation,
I book into the amazing

Strawberr

from £

3&B), overlooking Kingston. Then

I'll drive t > Beach for snapper or
beach at Screechies shack.
Ilgo for a drink downtown;

the capital is always exciting.

I love to party

at Fiction (fictionloungeja.com)
—it's where all the celebs go—or Usain Bolt's
Tracks & Records (tracksandrecords.com), a
huge warehouse-turned-sports bar serving
jerk chicken and sweet-potato fries. It's very
relaxed with everyone eating at the bar,
watching the six-metre screen.

exquisite sunsets. Romantics go for twilight
dips, while the snap-happy head for nibbles
and fizz in the nearby lounge, where palm
trees frame the pool and sea-myth-inspired
sculptures adorn the bar —there's any number
of memorable shots to capture. Doubles from
£370. roomonly (00 1 264 497 7000,
viceroyhotelsandresorts.com).

Ladera, St Lucia

Like something out of a '70s Bond movie, the
32 rooms at Ladera resort have private plunge
pools fed by trickling waterfalls, with swing
chairs for two. But what really packs a punch is
the view as you swim — out towards the Pitons,
St Lucia's famous pointy s. When you get
bored of your own company. there's a larger

Hill (left; islandoutpost.com; doubles

Chris Blackwell,
Jamaican music mogul
- Ilove sunset drinks at Noél

: Coward's old mountaintop
home, Firefly (firefly-jamaica
com). It's got magical sea views
and loads of historic charm. When Coward lived
there, the entire world came to see him —Liz
Taylor, Laurence Olivier, even the Queen Mother

Twilight zone: the
pool at Amanyara,
Turks & Caicos

communal infinity pool with the same stop-
in-your-tracks vistas. Doubles from €270,
B&B (00 1 758 459 6618, ladera.com).

Amanyara, Providenciales,
Turks & Caicos

Olympic in length, with inky black tiles,
Amanyara's pool is like a dark lake. Lounging
salas (pavilions) at each end rise like
cathedrals devoted to sybaritic sun worship.
Take a twilight dip with a Champagne-laced
Mojito in.hand —and watch the sun descend
below the rocky shoreline beyond the pool.
Doubles from £805, including private
transfers, snorkel trips, yoga classes

and afternoon tea (00 1 649 941 8133,
amanresorts.com). >
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